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Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report. 


Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Nuneaton  Rural  District  for  the  year  1925. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

I  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  nth  March,  1925.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
issued  a  circular  as  to  the  contents  and  arrangement  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1925  which  is  a 
Survey  Report.  This  arrangement  I  propose  to  follow  as  closely  as  possible. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area. — The  area  of  the  Rural  District  is  12,234  statute  acres. 

Population. — Notification  has  been  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that 
the  Registrar  General  estimated  the  civil  population  for  year  1925  at  4,351,  an  increase  of  486  over 
the  year  1924,  and  compares  with  a  population  of  3,377  for  the  year  1921. 

The  physical  features  of  the  area  are  those  of  undulating  country  with  good  natural  drainage. 
The  area  is  wooded  in  parts  and  the  land  is  arable  and  grazing.  There  cannot  be  said  to  be  naturally 

waste  parts.  .  , 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  671.  The  number  of  families  in  1921  was  702, 

and  of  separate  occupiers  671.  .  . 

The  rateable  value  is  £37,631,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £122. 

The  inhabitants  live  in  small  villages  and  detached  or  isolated  houses  and  cottages.  The 
principal  occupations  are  coal-mining  and  agriculture  in  your  area,  and  working  in  silk  and  hosiery 
factories  in  neighbouring  areas.  There  is  no  occupation  which  has  an  effect  on  health,  peculiar 

to  the  district. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


As  stated  above,  the  Registrar  General  estimated  the  civil  population  for  1925  at  4,351.  The 
procedure  followed  in  adjusting  the  local  census  populations  of  1921  in  order  to  arrive  at  estimates 
of  resident  populations  for  that  year  which  could  suitably  be  used  in  connection  with  statistics  of 
births  and  deaths  classified  according  to  area  of  residence  is  described  in  the  Registrar  General’s 

Statistical  Review  (text)  for  1921.  ,  . 

The  estimates  of  population  as  at  30th  June,  1925,  which  are  now  provided,  have  been  based 

on  the  adjusted  1921  figures  after  allowance  for  the  varying  rates  of  natural  increase  as  evidenced 
bv  the  births  and  deaths  in  each  area,  and  of  migration  as  indicated  from  other  sources  of  information 
such  as  the  changes  in  the  numbers  on  the  Electoral  Register  and  the  migration  returns  obtained 
bv  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  are  supplied  only  for  use  in  Vital  Statistics. 

The  numbers  of  Births  and  Deaths  are  those  registered  during  the  calendar  year  (i.e.,  1st  January 
to  3 1  st  December  inclusive)  and  are  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  ;  they  will  differ, 
therefore,  from  uncorrected  figures  compiled  locally  either  for  the  calendar  year  or  for  a  period  of 

52  or  53  weeks. 


Births. — The  total  number  of  births  for  1925  is  164  ;  Males,  90  ;  Females  74. 

Illegitimate  :  Males,  5  ;  Females,  2.  These  figures  are  from  notifications  received  under 
the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915,  and  compared  with  the  returns  of  the  Registrar  for 

Nuneaton  registration  district.  .  ,  _ .  ,  ^  .  ,Q 

The  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  are,  respectively  :  Males,  73  ;  bemales,  68. 

Legitimate  :  Males,  68  ;  Females,  64. 

Illegitimate  :  Males,  5  ;  Females,  4. 

The  Birth-rate  from  the  Registrar  General’s  figure  is  32.4  per  1,000,  or  from  the  former  set 
of  figures,  37.6  per  1,000.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.3  per  1,000. 


Deaths.— The  total  number  of  deaths  was  69  ;  Males,  42  ;  Females,  27. 

These  figures  include  8  deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  the  district,  and  also  12  deaths 
of  residents  registered  outside  the  district.  The  figures  of  the  Registrar  General  are  used  for 
calculating  the  annual  death  rate,  which  was  15. 85  per  1,000. 


Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2  per  1,000. 
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Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

All  causes  . . 

42 

27 

Enteric  Fever 

- - 

___ 

Small-pox  . . 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

— 

So^t  Fever 

— 

■ — • 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

Influenza  . . 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

I 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— - 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

3 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

2 

3 

Rheumatic  Fever  . . 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

— 

2 

Heart  Disease 

6 

1 

Arterio-sclerosis  . . 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  . . 

3 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  . . 

2 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 

— 

— 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  . . 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature  Birth 

6 

1 

Suicide  •  #  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

1 

— 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

2 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

7 

3 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . . 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  : — 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  20  :  Males,  15  ;  Females,  5. 
Illegitimate  :  Males,  nil  ;  Female,  1. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous) 

1 

— 

Bronchitis  . . 

2 

— 

Pneumonia.. 

1 

3 

Enteritis  . .  . 

2 

1 

Gastritis 

— 

1 

Suffocation  (overlaying)  . . 

I 

— 

Injury  at  Birth 

I 

— 

Congenital  Malformation 

I 

■ 

Premature  Birth  . . 

2 

1 

Other  Causes 

3 

— 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  following  were  notified  during  1925  : — 


1925 

1924 

Small-pox 

2 

— 

Chicken-pox 

18 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . 

12 

10 

Diphtheria 

*4 

7 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

2 

Pneumonia.. 

38 

12 

Erysipelas  . . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  (Males  5,  Females  3) 

8 

5 

Other  Forms  (Male  1,  Females  3) 

4 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

■ 

2 

♦The  Registrar  General  gives  3.  One  was  notified  previous  to  my  appointment. 


2 


- 


• 

* 


J 


.  '  / 
. 


-  ;  . 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Enteric  Fever 
Small-pox 

-pox 


Notified 

Cases 


Deaths. 


Death 

Rate. 


2 

18 


Mea .  Js 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years) 


12 

4 


i 
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1 

2 

3 
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•13 

•03 

•15 

.07 

•32 

.4  per  1,000 
births 


Small-pox. — A  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  from  Arley  on  12th  May,  1925.  I  visited  it 
on  the  same  day  and  confirmed  the  diagnosis.  The  patient  was  removed  to  Pinley  small-pox  isola¬ 
tion  hospital.  On  15th  May  a  second  case  occurred  in  the  same  house  and  family,  which  was  also 
removed  to  the  same  hospital.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  carried  out  the  usual  disinfection.  Notices 
were  displayed  offering  vaccination  to  all  in  the  district.  The  second  case  was  a  workman,  and  all 
contacts  were  kept  under  observation,  their  names  and  addresses  being  taken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  neighbouring  Urban  District  was  notified  of  one 
of  the  contacts.  No  other  cases  came  under  notice. 


Chicken  pox  is  notifiable. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  the  county  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  were 
all  notified  of  the  outbreak. 


The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  for  the  year  1925  is  as  follows  : — 

Parish.  Amount. 


Arlev .  £658  14  3 

Astley  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  - 

Burton  Hastings  ..  ..  ..  36  13  6 

Caldecote  . .  . .  . .  . .  - 

Stretton  Baskerville  . .  . .  . .  - 

Weddington  . .  . .  . .  . .  - 

Wolvey  . .  . .  . .  . .  40  3  o 


Total  ..  ..  £735  10  9 

The  different  parts  of  the  area  are  well  cared  for  in  the  matter  of  hospital  and  other  forms 
of  gratuitous  medical  relief.  Hospitals  for  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  available  at  Coventry, 
Nuneaton  and  Hinckley.  To  these  most  of  the  inhabitants  subscribe  directly,  and  no  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  treatment  is  apparent  for  either  type  of  cases. 

There  have  been  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy  in 
the  area  during  the  period  under  review  ;  nor  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which 
appear  to  be  prejudicial  to  health. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDIZED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY 

THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Tuberculosis. — King  Edward  VII  Memorial  Sanatorium,  Hertford  Hill,  Warwick,  and 
Bramcote  Sanatorium,  near  Nuneaton. 

Maternity. — None. 

Children. — None. 

Fever. — Coventry  Isolation  Hospital  (City  Hospital)  and  Nuneaton  Isolation  Hospital. 

Small-pox. — Pinley  Isolation  Hospital  for  small-pox. 

All  the  above  are  available  for  your  area.  The  Nuneaton  Isolation  Hospital  is  available  for 
scarlet  fever  cases,  the  Coventry  Isolation  Hospital  for  all  infectious  cases  except  cases  of  small¬ 
pox.  Both  are  available  subject  to  accommodation  being  available. 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  in  the  area  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and 
homeless  children. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  infectious  cases  are  provided  by  arrangement  with  Nuneaton  Urban 
District  Council.  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  there  is  no  provision,  but  in  Arley  the 
colliery  company  allows  the  use  of  its  ambulance  by  courtesy  for  such  cases.  The  British  Red  Cross 
provides  ambulance  facilities  for  road  accidents  for  “  Nuneaton  and  district.” 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — There  are  no  Maternity  or  Child  Welfare  Centres,  or 
Day  Nursery  in  the  district.  School  clinics  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  as  also 
are  the  Tuberculosis  dispensaries  at  the  Quadrant,  Coventry,  and  Coton  Road,  Nuneaton.  Treat¬ 
ment  centres  are  available  at  Coventry  and  Nuneaton  for  venereal  diseases. 

The  Public  Health  Officials  are  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. — A.  A.  Carruthers,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.(Camb.),  part  time. 
Contribution  to  salary  is  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer  grant.  Also  Medical 
Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator  for  Wolvey  district,  Nuneaton  Union  ;  Medical  Officer  and  Public 
Vaccinator  for  Shilton,  etc.,  district,  Foleshill  Union,  and  certifying  Factory  Surgeon  for  Shilton, 
Anstey,  Walsgrave  on  Sowe,  etc.,  part  of  Foleshill  Rural  District. 
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Sanitary  Inspector. — O.  G.  Laban,  A. R. San. Inst.,  part  time.  Contribution  to  salary  is 
made  under  Public  Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer  grant.  He  is  also  Surveyor  to  the  Nuneaton  Rural 
District,  and  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  Bulkington  Urban  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — This  is  available  at  Arley,  where  the  Colliery  Com¬ 
pany  maintain  a  nurse  whose  survices  are  voluntary  for  general  nursing. 

At  Wolvey  and  Burton  Hastings  the  Newnham  Benefit  Nursing  Association  provides  a  nurse 
for  general  nursing  to  subscribers,  and  to  others  at  a  weekly  payment. 

1  ^ere  is  no  nursing  provided  for  infectious  diseases,  such  as  measles,  etc.,  in  the  home.  There 
is  no  "co-ordination  in  these  examples  with  the  Local  Authority. 

Midwives. — The  Local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidize  any  practising  midwives.  They 
are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council.  The  nurse  under  the  Newnham  B.N.A.  stationed 
at  Wolvey  undertakes  midwifery  work.  The  number  practising  in  the  area  is  14. 

Chemical  Work. — Arrangements  are  in  force  for  such  work  to  be  carried  out  by  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill,  Birmingham,  consulting  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Dr.  Rigby,  Temple  Street, 
Birmingham,  Public  Analyst. 

No  report  has  been  made  during  the  period  under  review. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — This  in  the  greater  part  of  the  area  is  got  by  sinking  individual  wells  for  each  house 
or  property.  A  plentiful  and  pure  supply  is  got  on  reaching  the  top  water-bearing  sand  at  varying, 
but  not  greater  than  50  ft.  depths.  Any  source  of  contamination  is  looked  for  and  guarded  against. 
Contaminated  wells  are  prohibited  from  being  used  for  domestic  purposes  by  notice  displayed  on 
the  well  or  pump. 

In  the  village  of  Arley,  water  from  underground  is  got  from  the  colliery  company,  it  being 
pumped  up  and  stored  in  tank  of  masonry.  This  was  analysed  and  found  to  be  a  good  potable 
water.  This  supply  is  constant.  The  number  of  houses  thus  supplied  is  estimated  at  500,  and 
the  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  area  at  50  per  cent. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  effluent  from  the  sewTage  works  at  Arley  empties  into  a  stream 
which  forms  part  of  the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Birmingham.  The  Birmingham  Corporation 
makes  periodical  inspection  by  taking  samples  to  ensure  that  the  effluent  is  harmless. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — At  Arley  this  is  partly  water  carriage  and  partly  cesspool.  In 
other  parts  of  the  areas  cesspools  are  used. 

Closet  Accommodation. — In  the  agricultural  parts  with  small  villages,  privy  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  used.  There  has  been  no  conversion  of  conservancy  system,  but  new  houses  in  the  Arley 
area  are  fitted  with  water  closets.  The  approximate  number  of  closets  is  350,  that  of  privies  520. 

Scavenging. — In  the  Arley  and  Smorrall  Lane  areas  this  is  done  by  contract,  at  regular  in¬ 
tervals.  No  complaints  have  been  received,  nor  cause  for  such  come  under  notice.  In  other  parts 
of  the  area  the  owners  and  in  some  cases  the  occupiers  cart  refuse  away  as  occasion  arises. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — See  under  Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1925  and  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Smoke  Abatement. — The  nuisance  does  not  occur  in  the  area. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-laws  or  Regulations. — 
No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  in  regard  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  offensive  trades,  lodging 
and  accommodation  of  hop-pickers,  etc. 

There  have  been  no  Other  Sanitary  Conditions  Requiring  Notice  or  demanding  special 
consideration  during  the  period  under  review. 

Schools. — At  Arley  the  Church  of  England  and  Council  schools  have  water  closets,  the  Mission 
(Hill  Top)  School  has  dry  pan  closets.  Water  supply  is  by  tap  at  the  two  former  schools.  All 
other  schools  in  the  area  have  their  water  supply  from  pumps  near  them.  The  health  of  the  scholars 
is  in  the  care  of  the  County  Council.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  notified  by  the  head  teachers 
of  any  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming  under  their  notice,  as  also  is  the  county  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  Should  many  cases  occur  the  school  or  department  of  the  school  is  closed.  Isolated 
cases  are  excluded  from  school. 

HOUSING. 

I.  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  area  may  be  termed  satisfactory,  though  there  is 
a  shortage,  especially  in  the  developing  Arley  parish,  which  is  being  overtaken  by  the  colliery  com¬ 
pany  there,  who  are  building  houses  for  the  increase  of  workmen  on  model  village  lines. 

II.  Overcrowding  is  not  apparent,  excepting  the  parish  of  Arley. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  is  fairly  good.  In  Arley  where  most  of 
the  new  houses  are,  it  is  good.  It  is  lowest  in  Wolvey  where  there  are  many  old  houses.  The 
general  defects  are  the  wear  and  tear  of  age. 

The  general  action  taken  is  to  approach  the  owners,  who  are  usually  willing  to  effect  repairs 
and  alterations.  Some  tenants  are  careless  and  break  the  fittings  of  property.  I  here  has  been 
little  difficulty  in  having  improvements  carried  out. 

There  is  only  one  back  to  back  house  in  the  area.  It  is  situated  at  Wolvey  and  has  been  the 
subject  of  a  report.  Conditions  as  regards  water  supply,  closet  accommodation,  of  refuse  disposal 
have  been  dealt  with  under  these  headings. 
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IV.  There  are  no  Unhealthy  Areas,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  or  represent¬ 
ations  made. 

V.  Bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the  district  with  regard  to  new  buildings. 

VI.  General  and  Miscellaneous. — No  action  bearing  on  the  public  health,  not  covered 
by  the  above  particulars  has  been  taken  during  the  year  in  connection  with  overcrowding,  insanitary 
property,  and  housing,  whether  under  the  Housing  Acts  or  the  Public  Health  Acts,  nor  any  action 
taken  i  provide  information  as  to  the  proper  use  of  household  fittings  (e.g.,  sinks,  water-closets, 
etc.),  and  the  disposal  of  household  refuse  so  far  as  possible  by  burning. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b )  . .  . .  136 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

I.  By  the  Local  Authority  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil. 

II.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  136 

I.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  191 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  125 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  . .  . .  . .  71 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(?)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  unfit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  repsect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Meat. — There  are  two  butchers  in  the  area.  He  at  Arley  generally  buys  meat  which 
has  already  been  slaughtered  and  inspected  in  an  adjoining  area.  There  is  one  at  Wolvey.  In¬ 
spection  is  made  at  time  of  slaughter  when  possible.  The  butchers  invite  inspection  when  in  doubt. 
None  has  been  condemned.  For  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat,  arrangements  are  made  with 
the  Urban  District  of  Nuneaton  for  destruction. 

There  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 
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The  private  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  area  at  the  dates  mentioned  beneath  : — ■ 


In  1920 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

_ 

Licensed 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

*0  Total 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

They  have  two  shops  for  the  sale  of  meat.  They  are  both  new  buildings.  Sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  are  satisfactory. 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  the  area  and  the  sanitary  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  area. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
past  five  years. 


Disease 

1921 

1922 

1923 

19  24 

x925 

Total. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

5 

1 1 

49 

10 

12 

87 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

6 

7 

*4 

22 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

29 

12 

3° 

74 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

2 

Chicken-pox  . . 

— 

— 

1 

7 

ll 

25 

#One  case  was  notified  in  the  interval  of  my  appointment. 

In  the  five  years  reviewed  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  year  1923  shows  a  great  number  of  cases 
of  scarlet  fever,  commencing  29th  May  and  lasting  till  the  end  of  that  year,  and  also  a  great  number 
of  cases  of  pneumonia,  which  was  prevalent  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year. 

The  year  1925  shows  a  great  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia.  These  occurred  in  the  cold 
wintry  months  of  the  year. 

1925  is  noteworthy  in  that  there  were  two  cases  of  smallpox  at  Arley.  Cases  occurred  in  several 
of  the  surrounding  areas,  whence  it  likely  had  been  imported.  I  visited  both  cases,  having  notified 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  of  Warwick,  and  the  Clerk 
to  the  Guardians.  Both  cases  were  removed  to  the  Pinley  Small-pox  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
premises,  clothing  and  other  articles  were  disinfected  by  your  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  O.  G.  Laban, 
who  visited  the  works  where  the  adult  case  was  employed,  and  with  the  help  of  the  employers  got 
the  names  and  addresses  of  contacts.  They  resided  in  this  area  with  the  exception  of  one  man 
at  Nuneaton.  Dr.  Tapper,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Nuneaton,  was  notified.  Exhaustive  in¬ 
quiries  were  made  by  your  sanitary  inspector  for  all  possible  contacts,  and  where  discovered  were 
kept  under  observation  for  16  days.  A  vaccination  station  was  opened  at  Arley  by  the  vaccination 
officer  and  the  deputy  vaccination  officer,  and  inoculation  performed  free.  Notices  were  displayed 
to  that  effect.  No  primary  vaccinations  or  revaccinations  have  been  performed  by  me  in  my  capacity 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Two  cases  of  encephalities  lethargica  were  notified  in  December,  1924,  of  which  one  ended 
fatally. 

No  cases  of  malaria,  dysentery  or  trench  fever  have  been  notified. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  examined  by  the  Pathological  Department  of 
the  University  of  Birmingham  by  arrangement.  The  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  make  good 
use  of  these  facilities. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  provided  free  of  cost  to  necessitous  cases  living  in  the  area,  and  can  be 
had  from  me  on  application  by  the  attending  medical  practitioner. 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  taken  in  by  the  Nuneaton  Urban  District  Council  to  their  isolation 
hospital  by  arrangement.  A  new  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  Coventry  Urban  District 
Council  by  which  all  cases  of  infectious  disease,  excepting  smallpox,  are  admitted  to  the  City  (Isola¬ 
tion)  Hospital,  subject  to  accommodation  being  available.  Smallpox  cases  are  sent  to  the  small¬ 
pox  isolation  hospital  at  Pinley. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  respectively,  or  of  the  recently  developed  artificial  methods  of  immunisation  against  these 

diseases. 
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Regarding  the  non-notifiable  acute  infectious  diseases  there  is  nothing  noteworthy  to  report 
on.  I  received  the  following  school  intimations  : — 

Measles. 


Council  School,  Arley 


J  jor  School,  Arley  . . 


Smallpox. 


•Not  confirmed. 


Owing  to  epidemics  of  measles,  mumps,  and  influenza,  the  Council  School,  the  Church  of 
England  School,  and  Hill  Top  School,  all  of  Arley,  were  closed  from  30th  March  to  3rd  April  in¬ 
clusive,  the  Easter  holidays  commencing  on  the  4th  April. 

Mortality  from  Influenza. — There  were  2  deaths  in  March. 

Measles. — 1  death  during  the  year. 

Cancer. — The  Ministry  of  Health  has  thought  it  well  to  have  prepared  a  short  memorandum 
on  cancer  for  the  guidance  of  Local  Authorities  in  view  of  the  great  and  increasing  suffering  and 
death  due  to  that  disease.  The  memorandum  is  arranged  under  the  following  headings 

1.  — Characteristic  features  and  natural  course  of  cancer. 

2.  — Extent  of  cancer  mortality  and  its  increase. 

3.  — Proclivity  to  cancer. 

4.  — Chronic  irritation  as  a  determining  factor  in  the  appearance  of  cancer. 

5.  — Prophylaxis. 

6.  — Diagnosis  of  cancer. 

7.  — Treatment. 

8.  — Local  Health  Authorities  and  cancer  questions. 

(a)  Propaganda. 

(b)  Facilities  for  Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  (1925). 
(Age  and  Sex  Distribution.) 


Ages. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

45-55 

— 

X 

1 

55-65 

1 

1 

2 

65-75 

z 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  locally  contracted  anthrax  or  rabies. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection  is  carried  out  by  the 
sanitary  inspector.  There  are  no  facilities  for  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons 
and  their  belongings. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  Year  1925). 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

10 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

Pneumonia 

30 

9 

Chicken  Pox 

17 

Deaths. — The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  : — 

Diphtheria,  one  at  5  years. 

Pneumonia,  four  under  1  year,  two  1  year  and  under  2  years,  three  65  years  and  upwards. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1925. 

The  following  form  shows  particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the 
disease  in  the  area  during  1925. 


# 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  is  as  o  :  o,  that  is,  all 
the  tuberculosis  deaths  had  been  notified  previous  to  that.  Notification  is  carried  out  very  effi¬ 
ciently. 

No  inference  can  be  drawn  from  the  figures  available  as  to  the  effect  of  occupation  as  a  cause 
of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from,  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  area. 
Under  the  heading  “  New  Cases  ”  all  primary  notifications  are  included,  and  also  any  other  new 
cases  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

'Non-Pnlmonary 

Pulmonary 

Mon-Puimonary 

M. 

F. 

M.  |  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

15 

3 

1 

2 

20 

25 

1 

35 

2 

1 

45 

1 

55 

65  &  upwards 

Totals 

5 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  have  come  under  notice.  They  would  be  dealt 
with  in  the  usual  way.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  county  of  Warwick  would  be  notified. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Article  3,  or  notices  served  under  Article  5,  and  no  appeals 
under  Article  6.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  pay  compensation  in  any  case.  Under  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  Section  62,  no  action  has  been  taken  during  1925. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP 
ACT,  1901,  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Occupiers  prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Workshops  (  „  Workshop  ,, 

8 

nil 

nil 

Workplaces 

(other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

8 

nil 

nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  nil. 
Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises,  Section  108.  Nature  of  Work,  none. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  CARRUTHERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


28th  May,  1926. 
Shilton. 


* 

' 


. 


< 


. 


